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FADRC FOI CASE NO. 21£JLL£$ 

Subject : Communist China: Peking Inflates Soviet War Threat 

NONA on June 2 published an unusually frank and pessimistic warning to 
the mainland Chinese population that the Soviet Union is preparing to launch 
a war against China which might involve nuclear weapons. At the same time, 
reports of rallies and meetings in communes and provincial cities stressing 
anti-Soviet war preparations suggest the regime is mobilizing a nationwide 
campaign on the theme. The campaign appears motivated by the need for an 
issue to coalesce internal unity; by a desire to blacken the Soviets on the 
eve of the international Communist conference; and, by no means the least, 
a genuine fear of attack. 

So viet Buiia-up Detaile d. The NCMA article on the Soviet threat proceeded ' 
from the assumption that Moscow's statements of peaceful intentions concern- 
ing the border dispute masked aggressive intentions, and it put forth evidence 
of this in greater depth than previous Chinese propaganda dealing more 
narrowly with border clashes. It reported the existence of a chauvinistic 
clamor in the USSR for war against China, farmed by public media and leader- 
ship statements. It described Soviet military preparations including 
construction of new airbases and missile sites along the border, border 
maneuvers, ’'massive" conscription, increased troop deployments in the Far 
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*t, arming of settlers along the border and continuing intrusions into Chinch ^ 
territory and airspace. Further, the article cited as Soviet military ^ 
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the necessity of relying on nuclear missiles and asserted that the 
USSR has "continually clamored" about missiles with nuclear warheads near 
lake Baikal and in Mongolian territory aimed at China. 

We are unaware of any Soviet missile claims with respect to the border 
areas, though Peking may have discovered the remarks of a local official or 
provisional commander susceptible to this interpretation. However, the 
Soviets did, shortly after the fighting on the Ussuri, threaten indirectly 
the use of nuclear weapons in a putatively "unofficial" Radio Peace and 
Progress broadcast. The USSR subsequently denied that this represented a 
nuclear threat to China. 

Chinese Populace Told to Make War Preparations . Several anti-Soviet meet- 
ings in communes and provincial cities in the past ten days have incorporated 
the theme of war preparations, according to travelers returning to Hong Kong. 
The series of meetings evidently began soon after the publication of Peking’s 
statement of May 24 which affirmed Chinese interest in settling the border 
dispute through negotiations. In addition to the public meetings, one 
informant reports that adult members of his commune will receive militia 
training two days a week as part of the war preparations, and another quotes 
a local 'cadre as predicting tliat the Third World War will break out in August 
or September. A third informant mentions required attendance of "secret" 

(i.e., closed) meetings sponsored by the local PLA and revolutionary committee 
to discuss preparations for the "forthcoming war against Soviet revisionism. 

In a different vein, a foreign businessman reports a conversation in Peking 
in mid-May with an official of the Chinese foodstuffs foreign trade organi- 
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zation who 


claimed that China was stockpiling various goods because of the 


prospects for armed conflict with the USSR. 
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